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If wealth was the
inevitable result of
hard work and enterprise,
every woman in Africa
would be a millionaire.
- George Monbiot

For 35 years Compatible Technology International
(CTI) has been dedicated to ending global poverty
by equipping rural communities with innovative
tools for farming and processing food.
We empower families to overcome hunger and rise from poverty by
providing farmers’ groups and women’s organizations in Africa with
life-changing technologies and business opportunities. With our
tools and training, smallholder farmers can boost their production
of nutritious food, bring their crops to market, and transform their
farms into prosperous enterprises.

“Now that I have more income,
I can pay for my children’s school fees.
I can contribute to the needs of my family.”
– Anna, Senegalese Farmer

Sustainable solutions
for ending hunger.

We empower.
We listen & design.
We listen to communities
that make their living by
farming small plots of land to
understand their experiences,
needs, and ambitions. We bring
together experts from the US
and Africa to design tools that
are easy to use and tailormade for farmers in Africa.

We make & deliver.
We invest in high-quality
manufacturing in Africa
and develop local supplychains to advance African
expertise and support
sustainable
promotion,
sales, and repair.

We
help
smallholder
farmers
boost
their
incomes by collaborating
with
farmer
co-ops,
women’s
groups, and
food companies. Rural
entrepreneurs, with our
support, identify business
opportunities and access
new markets so they
can sell their crops and
increases their incomes.

“I’m proud, as a woman, to be a leader
and have respect in my community.
I’m proud that I don’t need to ask for
help. I can take care of my family.”
- Aissatou, Senegalese farmer & grinder owner

OUR REACH
CTI’s global headquarters is located in St. Paul, MN, and our tools
are being used in more than 50 countries around the world.
Our primary focus is Sub-Saharan Africa, where we operate
programs in Malawi and Senegal.

Locations in Africa
with CTI Tools
CTI Africa offices:
Senegal, Malawi

CTI tools in Africa: Angola, Benin, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo,
Ethiopia, Ghana, Guinea, Cote d’Ivoire, Kenya, Liberia, Malawi, Mali, Morocco, Mozambique, Nigeria, Rwanda,
Senegal, Sierra Leone, South Sudan, Sudan, Swaziland, Tanzania, Togo, Uganda, Zambia, Zimbabwe
Other Locations: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bolivia, Bulgaria, Colombia, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El
Salvador, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, India, Israel, Jamaica, Mexico, Micronesia, Nicaragua, Peru, Philippines,
Romania, Siberia, Solomon Islands, St. Lucia, Taiwan, Tonga

“This is a miracle!
Growing peanuts has
become so simple.
I will definitely increase
Olin, Malawi
my acreage.” -Peanut
Farmer

IMPACT:

MALAWI

A NEW SET OF TOOLS MAKE
PROCESSING PEANUTS A BREEZE.
NOW FAMILIES HAVE A CLEAR
PATH TOWARD BETTER NUTRITION
AND HIGHER INCOMES.
Peanuts are a valuable crop and one
of the must nutritious foods on the
planet.
In Malawi, 93% of peanuts are grown
by smallholder farmers. Peanuts are
a vital source of income for the rural
poor, but processing them by hand is
such grueling work that most families
only devote a small plot of land to
peanuts.

CTI has developed a set of innovative
tools to help farmers harvest, strip, and
shell more peanuts with far less effort.
With these tools, farmers can grow
more, eat more, and sell more peanuts.
We’re partnering with farmers’ co-ops
in Malawi to introduce the tools and
training in five regions of the country.

Our goal is to lay the groundwork for
large-scale impact, so we’re setting
up local manufacturing and launching
business models that can help farmers
produce an abundance of nutritious
food and increase their incomes.

FARMER FEEDBACK
1

The tools are easy to operate—
even for women carrying
babies on their backs

2

Farmers are motivated to grow
more peanuts

3

The equipment
produces
superior quality peanuts with
less exposure to mold and
other contaminates

IMPACT:

SENEGAL
INVESTING IN THE WOMEN WHO
INVEST IN THEIR COMMUNITIES

Women in Senegal are vital to farming
and income generation in their
communities, yet so much of their
day is spent toiling in the field with
inefficient hand tools.

We want to empower women to take
their rightful place as business leaders
and role models in their communities.
We’re equipping thousands of women
across Senegal with tools for threshing
grain and grinding peanut butter. The
tools reduce food losses and increase
the market value of their crops.
Many women use the threshers and
grinders to sell processing services to
neighbors, or to sell peanut butter in
the market.
We’re expanding our efforts to provide
business and food safety training to
women entrepreneurs, because when
women in Africa have more time on

their hands and money in their pockets,
they invest in their families and their
communities.

OUR PROGRESS
1 Establishing manufacturing

of the thresher in Senegal so
equipment can be built and
repaired locally

2 Partnering with farmers’

co-ops to deliver threshers to
hundreds of villages across the
country

3 Collaborating with women’s

groups to train entrepreneurs
and connect them to markets
where they can sell their crops
and products for a good price

“It’s amazing that women so far away, women bending in the sun to work
their land, are being helped by people in the USA. It’s amazing that people in
the USA—people who could be spending their money on other things—have
chosen to say, ‘I want to help women in Africa, thousands of miles away.’

People in the USA are putting their money and time
into African women’s growth. The women in Africa
are very grateful. I say BRAVO.” - Khadi Aidara, President,

Senegalese Association of Minnesota

MORE FOOD IN LESS TIME
CTI’s tools increase farmers’ efficiency and food quality
so they can eat more, sell more, and thrive.

4x

FASTER

GRINDER

250,000
people impacted
in 50+ countries

4x

FASTER

THRESHER

PEANUT TOOLS

29,000

PRODUCING AN
ACRE OF PEANUTS

people impacted
in Senegal

27,520
kilos

84%

of people who use
CTI’s grinder in
Africa are women

8x

FASTER

of pearl millet grain
saved from waste
each year

Traditional
Manual Labor

40 DAYS

CTI Tools

5 DAYS

“CTI is providing sustainable, end-to-end
solutions for smallholders in Africa.”
Our approach amplifies our efforts to realize
international food security and development goals.”
- Alexandra Spieldoch, CTI Executive Director

“Since the grinder was introduced to me, I have seen a big
change in my health, same for members of my group.
People cannot believe that we have HIV.”
- Joyce, Member of the Tikondane HIV Self-Help Group, Malawi

Grain Thresher
Multi-crop Grinder

Peanut Lifter

Peanut Sheller

Peanut Stripper

SA V IN G T HE HA RVES T
30% of food produced in Sub-Saharan Africa is lost
before it’s eaten or sold
CTI focuses on helping farmers during the postharvest period—when they have a
short window of time to process and store their crops. Tools that make this work
easier can save women hours of backbreaking work, while boosting yields and
adding quality and value to farmers’ harvest.

cti@compatibletechnology.org
www.compatibletechnology.org

hunger and poverty

and rise above

to harvest and process food
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innovative
tools and training
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farmers in Africa with
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